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“The Seventh International Mini-Symposium on Liquids”

Project Manager: Ryo AKIYAMA

(Faculty of Sciences, Assistant Professor)

We held the Seventh International Mini-Symposium on Liquids on July 5th and 6th, 2013 at
Nishijin Plaza, Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan. This symposium has been held every year since
2007 in either Okayama or Fukouka, each year focusing on a special topic among fundamental
problems in physics and chemistry of liquids. We focused on ‘liquid-liquid phase separation’ together
with a broad range of subjects on liquids in the seventh symposium because it is one of the most
important subjects in liquid science. We invited ten speakers and they gave following lectures: Phase
behavior of aqueous solutions of protein and salt mixtures (F. Zhang) and the theoretical approaches
(R. Roth); Spontaneous patterning of gels in microspheres (M. Yanagisawa); Liquid-liquid phase
separation of water (T. Yagasaki), anomalous phase behaviors of water (L. Xu), and polyamorphism in
polymer melts (A. Chiba); Solid phase stability by interaction potential with two minima (A. Yoshimori);
Semiquantum molecular dynamics simulation of liquid water (H.-D. Kim); Osmotic second virial
coefficient of hydrophobic solutes (K. Koga); and Predictions for infinite-order wetting (J. O. Indekeu).
There were 30 presentations in the poster session, where lively discussions continued almost endlessly.
About 50 participants had fruitful discussions throughout the two-day symposium and the banquet.
The special issue of this 7th symposium was published in Journal of Molecular Liquids (Vol. 200, 2014,
ELSEVIER, Guest Editors: Ryo Akiyama and Kenichiro Koga) and it consists of 19 papers among the
oral and poster presentations. The organizers thank all the speakers, the participants, and the authors
of the papers in the proceedings. Support for the symposium and the proceedings was provided by
Research Center of New Functional Materials for Energy Production, Storage, and Transport, Okayama
University and by Kyushu University Interdisciplinary Programs in Education and Projects in Research
Development.
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