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Kofun Period Regional Society as seen through Cranio-facial Morphology:
A Case Study of Kyushu Island, Japan

Akari TABUCHI

Graduated school of Integrated Sciences for Global Society, Kyushu University
744 Moto-ka, Nishi-ku, Fukuoka 819-0395, Japan

This paper investigates the facial morphology of Kofun period crania excavated in Kyushu. The geographical distribution of conti-
nental characteristics during the Kofun period is clarified utilizing physical anthropometric analysis. Archaeological studies have
revealed that the Kofun period was marked by ongoing interactions with the Korean Peninsula, and it is possible that the movement of
people that accompanied these interactions contributed to the regional characteristics seen in human skeletal remains. However, there are
few studies integrating the results of physical anthropology and archaeology. If wide-area interactions took place during the Kofun
period, it is necessary to collect, organize, and analyze materials excavated from the entirety of such areas. This paper focuses on
Kyushu, which has been a contact point of interaction with the Asian mainland since the Yayoi period. The purpose of this study is to
clarify the interaction between the Japanese archipelago and the Korean peninsula at that time by integrating the analysis of facial mor-
phology of Kofun period skeletal remains with archaeological information such as grave goods and burial methods associated with each
individual. Instead of utilizing regional averages as anthropologists typically do, the raw data of each individual was used. In this way,
the relationship between individual life histories reconstructed from archaeological evidence and facial morphology can be examined.
Results generally confirm previous studies. However, by analyzing each individual, individuals and groups with characteristics that
differ from the previous studies were identified, especially in southern Kyushu. Therefore, it is concluded that the interaction of people

inside Kyushu may have contributed to the diffusion of skeletal morphological traits.

Key words: Kyushu, crania of Kofun period, facial morphology, principal component analysis, interaction
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