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Preparatory study on Emperor Monmu’s Daijo-kyu

Shozo IWANAGA

The Kyushu University Museum
Hakozaki 6-10-1, Higashi-ku, Fukuoka, 812-8581, Japan

This article is a preparatory study to develop a theory on the location of Emperor Monmu’s Daijo-kyu at the State Halls Compound
of the Fujiwara Palace. In the first part, the author reviews the functions of the Daijo-sai festivals and examines the basic issues, such as
when and how they were established. In the next part, the author traces the formation process of the royal lineage of the Great Kings in
the 7th century prior to the enthronement of Emperor Munmu, and examines the historical evaluations of Emperor Munmu's accession
to the throne. In the last part, the author sorts the basic information such as the location of tumuli of the Great Kings from Ankan to

Monmu, and whether those tumuli underwent reburials or additional funerals or not.

Key words: Daijo-sai festivals, Daijo-kyu, Empress Jito, Emperor Monmu, Tumuli of Kings
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