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A Study on Emperor Monmu’s Daijo-kyu

Shozo IWANAGA

The Kyushu University Museum
Hakozaki 6-10-1,Higashi-ku,Fukuoka,812-8581,Japan

This paper presents a new hypothesis regarding the location of Emperor Monmu's Daijo-kyti within the State Halls Compound of
Fujiwara Palace. It first identifies the principle used to determine the location of Empress Genshd’s Daijo-kyti within the Eastern State
Halls Compound of Heijo Palace, then applies this principle to the State Halls Compound of Fujiwara Palace. In case of Empress
Gensho’s Daijo-kyi in Heijo Palace, its location was determined based on the Imperial succession process from Empress Jitd to Empress
Genshd. In case of Emperor Monmu’s Daijo-kyt in Fujiwara Palace, its location was determined based on the Imperial succession
process from Emperor Jomei to Empress Jitd. In both cases, political intentions such as representing the position of newly ascending
Emperor/Empress within the royal lineage and the legitimacy of his or her succession can be seen from the determination of the location

of Daijo-kyu.

Key words: Daijo-kyi, Daijo-sai festivals, Empress Jito, Emperor Monmu, Emperor Jomei



